
Protecting Students and Staff with Air Quality Improvement Projects

US Education Pandemic Relief Funding

OVERVIEW
The $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan provides a fresh round of coronavirus relief for schools as an 
unprecedented infusion of federal aid for education. The legislation includes approximately $129 billion to help 
K-12 students and educators deal with the pandemic's various impacts, including the critical resources necessary 
to implement public health protocols for the safe reopening of schools. The plan also provides for colleges and 
higher education facilities with $35 billion in funding directed to public institutions, including community colleges.

It is important to note that the funding has several provisions that will allow educational institutions 
to tackle air quality improvement projects with minimal financial impact.



Elementary and Secondary Education
ESSER II is the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund 
that has $54.3 billion to use with the aim to repair and upgrade projects to 
achieve the improvement of air quality in school buildings. For further 
information about the fund and state allocations, it is necessary to contact 
the Department of Education. State education agencies have the 
opportunity to use these funds through September 30, 2023. In addition, 
non-public schools have the right to apply for the state education agency 
(SEA) funding available through September 30, 2023. 

For more information, refer to the Office of Elementary and Secondary School Resources Webpage: 
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-schoolemergency-relief-fund/ 

For more information, refer to the Office of Elementary and Secondary School Resources Webpage: 
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/american-rescue-plan/american-rescue-plan-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief/

Higher Education
HEER II is the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund passed by The 
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2021, 
that has $22.7 billion available. Higher education institutions can use these 
funds to cover the spending that was required by the substantial changes to 
ensure effective, safe education and high level instructions during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

For more information, refer to the U.S. Department of Education Resources 
Webpage: https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/crrsaa.html

Additional Education Project Funding
GEER II is the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund created to 
provide an additional $4.1 billion to fund education. The Emergency 
Assistance for Non-Public Schools (EANS) has provided private schools 
with $2.75 billion to cover the expended for the safe reopening of 
schools, Covid-19-related spending, and instruction.

How to Access Federal Funding for Air Quality Improvement 
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